EPISODES OF HIS CLOSING YEARS   389
alertness and energy.    The former Donatist bishop                 i of Ca'sarea, a very capable man of the name of
Kmeritus, still rebelled against  the Church (and                 ^
the law), and was probably hiding in the neigh-                 j
bourhood.   When he heard of Augustine's arrival,                 \
he came into the town.    The expectation of one                 ' of those public disputes which had so much charm for the Africans at once animated the whole town.
t    M?  I j
Augustine   was   informed  of  the   appearance  of                l\
Kmeritus,  and   instantly  buckled   on   his   spurs.                  \
*'i
He met Kmeritus in the street•, and after a few                jj
friendly passages invited  him  to  the church (the                ,£
poor man's own   basilica).     Kmeritus  consented,                  \
but when  Augustine   ascended   the steps  of the                  *
apse and   began   tn  interrogate  him,  he sullenly                *{
refused   to   debate,  and   the  crowded   congrega-                ' j
tion   had   to  be  content with  a  discourse  from                ' *
ll
Augustine.                                                                             ; *
The other incident Augustine tells recalls his                rl
success in crushing the martyr-feasts at:  Hippo.                , f At Ciusarua there was a peculiar tradition, going
back  far  into  the   past  history of the place, of                J
holding an annual  faction-fight.    Even  families                 ;l were divided in the encounters, and for several days  the  citi/xns stoned and fought each other
with  fatal  results.    The clergy had been unable                 j